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Reports for the programme of
National Conference of High Court Judges on Role of Courts in
Protection of Social and economic Rights (P-848)

Prepared by Programme Coordinator:

K. Pattabhi Rama Rao, Asst. Prof.
A total number of seventeen Judges attendeu uus conrerence and it

commenced at 10.00 A.M. on 11" October, 2014. Dr. Balram K. Gupta, Director,
National Judicial Academy gave the introductory address. He mentioned about the
importance of the social and Economic Rights and the role of High Courts in Protection
of such rights. After introduction of all the participants, Mr. R. Venkataramani, Senior

Advocate made a presentation on the theme “Social and Economic Rights:

Constitutional underpinnings. In his address Mr. Venkataramani spoke about the
proactive role of the Supreme Court in the matters related to bonded labour, poverty,
shelter for the poor etc. He has drawn the analogy of the South African Constitutions
and working of South African Constitutional Courts. Mr. Venkataramani dealt with the
issues relating to health law and the legislations in the U.S.A. and other developed
countries on health law. He said that the Supreme Court has come closer to saying on
right to work is a fundamental right even through an obligation to provide the
employment is not an enforceable obligation. Mr. Venkataramani asserted that it is the
Supreme Court which paved the way for the recognition of the Right to Education
under Article 21 A of the constitution. He referred to the Judgment in Samata Vs.
State of Andhra Pradesh. Mr. Ventakataramani spoke extensively on the issue relating
to development. He opined that socio economic rights and their adjudication are not
strange to constitutional adjudication. Hon’ble Mr. Justice V.S. Sirpurkar and Justice
K.S.P. Radhakrishnan, Former Judge of the Supreme Court chaired the sessions and
they initiated the open discussion on the issues pertaining to the adjudication of Socio
and Economic Rights. :

In the second session Hon'ble Mr. Justice K.S.P. Radhakrishnan, made a
presentation on “Progressive Interpretation of Legislations dealing with Social and
Economic Rights”. He referred to the judgment of the Supreme Court in Kapila
Hingorani, Bandhuwa Mukti Murcha, P.U.D.R. case, Unnikrishanan J.P. and Mohini Jain.
He narrated various judgments which led to the development of Law in protection of
Social and Economic Rights of Indians. Hon’ble Mr. Justice K.S.P. Radhakrishnan,
referred to the interpretation of various provisions of the Constitution in Rajasthan
unaided schools Association’s case and highlighted the role of Supreme Court in
protecting the legislations which are to protect social and economic rights of the
people. Hon'ble Mr. Justice V.S. Slrpurkar chaired the sessions.






